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nunnery at Hinchingbrooke; and that son's
grandson was the Oliver Cromwell of the next
century.
Thomas Cromwell thus ruled England (becom-
ing one of the richest men of the country in the
process) right on till 1540. His power was, of
course, very offensive to the old nobles, and even
the new upstarts were jealous of him. But he
feared nothing from them so long as he could
manage the King.
What broke down his hold over the King was
a ludicrously simple incident. He over-estimated
his power and tried to make Henry, who had
long ago put Anne Boleyn to death, and whose
succeeding wife, Jane Seymour, had died, marry
into one of the lesser German Protestant princes'
families, that of the Duke of Cleves, on the lower
Rhine,
Cromwell's foreign policy was not Protestant
in any religious sense; he was during all his active
life indifferent to religion altogether; but it paid
him to tie Henry up with the Protestant princes
of Germany if he could, so that there could be
no going back upon the schism, and so that
also his own vast fortune, built out of confiscated
Church lands, could be secure.
When Anne of Cleves came over to be married,
Henry was disgusted with her. Always impulsive